Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006

Message Text
UNCLASSIFIED
PAGE 01 ATHENS 10112 2322507

65
ACTION SCCT-01

INFO OCT-01 EUR-12 1SO-00 A-01 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-04 H-02
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15
USIA-15 SY-05 SCA-01 SCSE-00 USSS-00 OPR-02 NSCE-00

SSO-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 CCO-00 DHA-02 /081W
--------------------- 012386
Z 232237Z DEC 75
FM AMEMBASSY ATHENS
TO SECSTATE WASHDC FLASH 1875

UNCLAS ATHENS 10112

E.O. 11652: N/A
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SUBJECT: SPECIAL ASSISTANT RICHARD S. WELCH KILLED BY GUNMEN

1. SPECIAL ASSISTANT RICHARD S. WELCH WAS ASSASSINATED

AT APPROXIMATELY 2200 LOCAL TIME DECEMBER 23 BY THREE
MASKED GUNMEN OUTSIDE GATE OF HISRESIDENCE IN PSYCHICO

ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF ATHENS. RETURNING FROM RECEPTION

AT AMBASSADOR'S RESIDENCE, WELCH WAS STOPPED OUTSIDE

GATE OF HOUSE AND SHOT BY GUNMEN WHO IMMEDIATELY DEPARTED.
WELCH WAS, ACCORDING TO INITIAL REPORTS, DEAD ON ARRIVAL

AT RYTHMISTIKON HOSPITAL. MRS. WELCH, WHO WASWITH

HUSBAND, WASNOT INJURED.

2. LOCAL PRESS AWARE OF SHOOTING.

3. MINISTER AVEROFF HAS COME IMMEDIATELY TO EMBASSY TO
CALL ON AMBASSADOR, EXPRESS CONDOLENCES AND OFFER ALL
ASSISTANCE. FONMIN BITSIOS AND COORDINATION MINISTER
PAPALAGOURAS HAVE ALSO PHONED, AND PRESIDENT TSATSOS
HAS SENT A PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE TO THE EMBASSY.

4. ADDITIONAL SPECIAL PRECAUTIONS TO PROTECT

OTHER AMERICAN OFFICIALSHAVE BEEN ORDERED BY THE GREEK
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GOVERNMENT.
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5. ADDITIONAL DETAILSTO FOLLOW ASAVAILABLE.
KUBISCH
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